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The undead aren’t usually politi-
cal. They made an exception dur-
ing the Olympic Torch Relay on 
Oct. 30. Masked and unmasked 
zombies swarmed the streets in 
force to protest the Olympics, 
which they called an abuse of 
public money and public rights.

The Zombie March, organized 
by No-2010 Victoria, took almost 
five hours, much of it in the rain. 
It disrupted the torch route in 
several places near downtown. 
The event had almost 400 partici-
pants, according to organizers.

Zombie marchers came under 
fire by the public and mainstream 
media during and after the event, 
for disrupting the torch. Torch-
bearers were transported in vans 
around protest sites, and some 
people missed their opportunities 
to see coworkers, friends, or fam-
ily carry the torch.

“I do acknowledge that it prob-
ably stinks on the individual level 
for people,” noted organizer Mik 
Turje.

However, Turje also noted No-
2010’s concerns were systemic, 
instead of the individual concerns 
of torchbearers. Issues of poverty, 
misspending, colonialism and the 
effects of the Olympics on Victo-
ria and Vancouver were the main 
issues that No-2010 was protest-
ing, Turje said.

“I think the Vancouver Organiz-
ing Committee (VANOC) and the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) are very invested in having 
the individual stories of the indi-
vidual torchbearers become more 
important than the systemic is-
sues,” Turje noted. “Because, you 
know whose individual stories 
we’re not hearing, right? We’re 
not hearing about the people on 
the streets, we’re not hearing 
about the people who have been 
affected due to gentrification, 
we’re not hearing so many of the 
marginalized stories.”

Turje noted individual 
losses during the Torch 
Relay were “a drop in the 
bucket of the systemic 
issues.”

Accompanied by a 
marching band com-
posed of UVic students, 
protesters traced a long 
and winding route out 
of Centennial Square, 
through Chinatown and 
along the waterfront. 
They stopped at Douglas 
and Fort at about 5:30 
p.m., before moving 
up Fort and then down 
Cook.

The parade was closely 
watched by a squad of 
approximately 50 police 
officers, drawn from local 
police detachments and the 
RCMP. Officers surrounded the 
crowd, even mingling with it at 
times.

“They were definitely blockad-
ing the torch route,” noted Victo-
ria Police Department Spokesper-
son Sgt. Grant Hamilton. “Rather 
than sending the torchbearer into 
that crowd of people and then our 
officers having to have a confron-
tation with the protestors, we just 
bypassed that intersection.”

Hamilton noted that every situa-
tion police deal with is case-specif-
ic. They would intervene if people 
or property were in danger.

“You have to balance that 
against those individuals’ right to 

protest. To avoid confrontation, 
do you allow the torch to continue 
on through, or do you have to 
divert it to avoid that confronta-
tion because you’re worried about 
public safety?” he asked. 

“The BCCLA said despite a few 
incidents where cops were in pro-
testors’ faces, everything was pretty 
low-key. The reverse was true. 
Protestors were in cops’ faces call-
ing them ‘effing pigs’ and saying ‘eff 
you,’ and our officers showed great 
restraint and composure when that 
was going on,” he said.

Protester and UVic student 
Shannon Lucy felt the protest 
was a success. 

 

“We didn’t know we’d be able to 
get anywhere near the legislature 
buildings, but we went on to the 
lawns and voiced our dissent 
extremely clearly and vocally,” she 
said. “It was absolutely amazing.”

Despite fears of a potential 
police crackdown on protesters, 
there were no arrests. The only 
visible attempted violence came 
when some protesters- who were 
not known to No-2010 organizers- 
threw marbles at the feet of the 
seven horses being ridden by the 
mounted squad.

However, Turje said the incident 
was blown out of proportion in 
the media. The protestors are be-

ing cast as violent terrorist-type 
figures, Turje said.

“We’re not that,” she said. “But 
they want to create it... I think it 
speaks to how much the media is 
invested in making the Olympics 
work for them.”

She pointed out that mainstream 
B.C. and Canada papers- includ-
ing Victoria’s own Times Colonist- 
are official Olympic “suppliers.”

“We’re just a bunch of people,” 
Turje said. “We have our meetings 
in each other’s living rooms.”

Hamilton also said legal observ-
ers who were present posed a 
difficulty for police. The observers 
would crowd around police during 

any officer-protestor interaction, 
he said.

“To say they’re legal observers I 
think is a bit of a stretch; I think 
they’re more of a cop watch, that’s 
what they are,” he said.

David Eby of the B.C. Civil Liber-
ties Association (BCCLA) felt good 
about the way the event worked 
out.

“I thought [the event] was a re-
ally positive start for free expres-
sion around the Olympics,” said 
Eby.

Eby and legal observers trained 
by the BCCLA were those Hamil-
ton took issue with. 

So long as people are continually 
allowed to protest along the torch 
route and during the games, he 
said the BCCLA would have little 
reason to raise issues. 

He noted their concerns con-
tinue in Vancouver, with the 2010 
Olympic and Paralympic Games 
bylaw.

“If the worst security threat to 
the Olympics is a delay in traffic, 
or a delay to the torch’s arrival, or 
a three or four-block rerouting of 
the torch, then I think we’re doing 
very well,” he noted. “I think that 
on balance, protecting free speech 
over a concern about inconve-
nience in terms of someone’s 
expectation of a particular route 
for the torch is probably a pretty 
decent balance to strike.”

Some members of the public 
seemed to agree with Eby.

“I love the fact that we can do 
this in Canada,” bystander Dan 
Johnson commented as protestors 
passed Bastion Square. “If this 
was China, they’d all be rounded 
up and pushed off somewhere.”

Victoria resident Daniel Plesu 
had his own thoughts on the 
matter, which he commented on 
at the corner of Fort and Cook, 
where the protestors stopped.

“I think it’s fair for people to as-
semble. And it’s fair to voice their 
opinions. I’m not sure if taking 
over the streets is really the best 
means, but if this gets the mes-
sage out, sure,” he said. 

However, others said the protes-
tors were out of line.

“I may even agree with some 
of their points, not all of them 
certainly, but I really don’t think 
spoiling the party now that it’s 
here is the thing to do,” said 
onlooker Don Moffat, who stood 
at the side of the road with his 
thumbs down. 

Canada has committed to the 
Olympics, Moffat said, and Cana-
dians should now do their best to 
deal with the events that ensue. 
He thought the protestors should 
“do it another time and not spoil it 
for anybody else.”

“I think it’s being rude, and I 
don’t think that it’s being Cana-
dian, actually,” he said.

Let’s	play	cops	and	zombies:	protest	takes	over	torch	relay	

by	Bronwyn Lawrie and	kat eschner

Mark	Worthing

“I got to lead the entire procession dressed in a spandex 
onesie,” said Mik Turje. “So, that was pretty much the 
highlight for me.” 
   Turje carried a mock torch made out of a toilet plunger, 
intended to show where the Olympics was headed. 
   While police and protestors each held firm lines, ten-
sion between the two groups remained controlled. 
However, protestors were very cautious of the police 
presence, especially after dusk fell and heavy rains set 
in. Organizers were prepared to call it a day when faced 
with a “psychological barrier” of police right before they 
reached the legislature, but, in the end, they chose  
to continue on to the evening festivities. 
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Five hours marching through a dark and stormy night, surrounded  
by mixed opinions, still the living dead pressed on 
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First Nations leaders brought the 
Olympic flame to the Legislature 
— and Songhees Chief Robert Sam 
lost his opportunity to welcome 
it, to the clear female tones of the 
Vancouver Organizing Committee 
(VANOC) pre-recorded announcer.

In the middle of Sam’s address 
to the large crowd at the Oct. 30 
beginning of the torch relay, con-
cert speakers boomed a welcome 
to dignitaries who included Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper, Premier 
Gordon Campbell and the CEO of 
the Royal Bank of Canada (RBC), 
an official Olympic sponsor. Sam 
retreated, and Esquimalt Chief 
Andrew Thomas stepped forward 
after the announcement to make 
his address.

Unlike the evening festivities, 
which were put together by the 
Victoria Spirit Committee, the 
morning event was coordinated 
by VANOC, who could not be 
reached for comment. But the Spirit 
Committee’s Alice Bacon said she 
was under the impression the an-
nouncement couldn’t be stopped 
once it started playing.

“It’s disgusting,” said crowd 
member Ralph Burgharbt, owner of 
Victoria’s Budget Break and Muffler.

Sam had his own feelings.

“I’m not saying it’s all right, but I 
think this event was bigger than we 
were,” he said after the event.

If he had not been interrupted, 
Sam said he would have welcomed 
the four Vancouver First Nations 
chiefs to traditional Songhees and 
Esquimalt territory.

“I think, for a long time, the Song-
hees and Esquimalt Nations have 
been out of sight and out of mind,” 
he said. “This was one of the events 
that would tell people, we are still 
here. That’s one of the things we 

didn’t get to say. And I think it was 
a chance to show the people of Vic-
toria, and British Columbia and the 
world that our culture is still alive.”

Sam said the Olympics offers 
opportunity for the indigenous 
peoples of B.C. He also noted that 
the children of the current adult 
generation will probably end up 
paying for the Olympics.

No-2010 Victoria protestors were 
present throughout the day, includ-
ing several at morning events. 
Members chanted “no Olympics on 

stolen native land.” The slogan is 
also on No-2010 Victoria stickers. 
Sam said this was inappropriate.

“If there’s anybody who’s going 
to be talking about stolen land, it’s 
us, not some outside group,” he 
said. “If they want to really support 
us, they should be coming to some 
of these negotiating meetings and 
expressing their opinions, or trying 
to influence their MLAs, or their 
local politicians.”

Another widely-publicized talking 
point related to the indigenous 

role in the Olympic games was the 
notable presence of people wearing 
authentic Cowichan sweaters. Their 
distinctive patterns were visible 
throughout the day downtown.

Heather Campbell, a member of 
the Startlip Band, said she won’t 
go into the Bay since they started 
manufacturing the controversial 
made-in-China Cowichan sweat-
ers. She wore her own authentic 
sweater on Friday.

Fran House, a Chilliwack native 
who came to town for the start of 
the Torch Relay, said her Hudson’s 
Bay Company (HBC) knockoff is ex-
tremely comfortable, but she thinks 
the contract should have gone to 
the Cowichan.

Bacon said the Victoria Spirit 
Committee’s only part in the morn-
ing events was bringing VANOC 
together with local indigenous 
leaders, and connecting them with 
schools to bring in the droves of 
red-wearing schoolchildren who 
filled space before the stage centre.

Mayor Dean Fortin attended the 
morning event wearing an official 
Vancouver 2010 four-nations tie, 
which shows the faces associated 
with the Four Host First Nations, 
Lil’wat, Musqueam, Squamish and 
Tsleil-Waututh. 

accidental	VanoC	recording	silences	Songhees	chief’s	greeting
by	kat eschner

uVic	forks	up	for	torch	relay

The Olympic Torch ran through cam-
pus for 10 minutes on Friday, Oct. 
30, and UVic spent almost $28,000 
to celebrate its arrival.

UVic Ceremony and Events and 
campus athletic groups set up 
tables, games and a free burger 
barbecue to attract students and 
the community to Centennial Sta-
dium parking lot, near the torch’s 
route during its UVic leg.

Volunteers dished out $10,000 
worth of free burgers and drinks for 
an hour. Campus athletic groups 
set up activities such as a slap-shot 
contest, a ball hockey game, a virtual 
snowboarding game and a snow-
boarding ramp, and sports clubs set 
up information tables.

Past Olympians and coaches gave 
brief speeches about the role of ath-
letics in the UVic community and the 
university’s dedication to sport.

“[The event was] a chance to rec-
ognize the Olympians that we have 
as members of Vikes/UVic Alumni, 
but also our long tradition of athletic 
excellence and our many community 
programs related to recreation,” said 
Associate Vice President Student 
Affairs Jim Dunsdon.

In addition to the community 
event, UVic spent $6,750 on a pri-
vate reception for President David 
Turpin and guests earlier in the day.

After the event, participants made 
their way to Ring Road to cheer on 
the torch. Over 500 turned out to 
witness the torch relay enter UVic at 

McGill Road, and travel along Ring 
Road for 10 minutes before exiting 
at University Drive and heading 
towards Oak Bay.

Strong support for the 2010 Olym-
pic Games exuded from hundreds 
of students and the community on 
hand to see the torch. And while 
downtown Victoria experienced con-
flict, UVic remained protest-free.The 
only sign in the crowd was attached 
to a ski, and read “skis for sale: 100 
beers.” Campus Security reported 
that the relay at UVic was completed 
without incident.

As many as 50 officers and Campus 
Security oversaw the UVic leg. Police 
set up barriers and police tape hours 
before torch arrived, and patrolled 
the Ring Road with cars, motorbikes 
and a helicopter overhead.

But the authorities needed only 
to stand by and watch as the crowd 
cheered the sponsor vehicles and the 
torch, and sang O Canada. Hundreds 
waved red Coca-Cola flags and beat 
miniature Royal Bank tambourines 
that were passed out beforehand. 
When they weren’t doing the wave, 
the crowd made noise worthy of a 
gold-medal game.

UVic was only a brief destination 
for the torch, and not an official stop. 
It was passed by three pre-selected 
torchbearers along Ring Road, and 
continued its route.

The torch finished the day on the 
legislature lawn, where it was met by 
both supporters and protestors. 

by	sean Peterson 
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Indigenous leaders paddled the Olympic flame into Victoria’s inner harbour on Friday, Oct. 30.

It was a five-ring circus on Friday, 
Oct. 30, as No-2010’s anti-Olympics 
festival filled Centennial Square, 
responding to the official opening 
events of the Olympic Torch Relay.

The celebration, aptly titled “Five 
Ring Circus: An Anti-Olympic Fes-
tival,” featured the Poverty Games, 
which included events such as 
Shopping Cart Races, Jump Through 
the Hoops of Poverty and Queer 
Wrestling. The wrestling event, 
which got the crowd cheering as 
organizers battled one another in the 
guise of pairs (like Olympic top-cop 
Bud Mercer and an anonymous 
protestor), was judged before the 
fake International Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC). No-2010 festival orga-
nizer Tamara Herman wore the IOC 
trenchcoat, and declared no medals 
could be given out since the athletes 
weren’t of an identifiable gender, and 
one was a goat.

About 400 people showed up to the 
festival, which saw notable concen-
trations of media, legal observers and 
police. Food Not Bombs provided 
munchies. Harm Reduction Victoria 
(HRV) also set up a table.

“We’re here not only to potentially 
provide supplies to people who need 
them, but to also be an official pres-
ence and just a reminder that we 
think that there are priorities that 
need to be addressed in the city and 
the province,” said HRV tabler Heath-
er Hobbs. “Over six billion dollars are 
being spent on the Olympics.”  

It’s important that events like the 
festival happen in response to the 
Olympic Torch, she said, adding 
that they show that there are lots 
of people who don’t support the 
Olympics. Hobbs offers insight into a 
distinction often made by those with 
anti-Olympic sentiments.

“I don’t support the Olympic 
industry. I don’t support the amount 
of cash and resources that are going 
into it,” she said. 

But, she added, she has no problem 
with sports or sporting events.

“Frankly, the Olympics is not about 
sports,” she said. “It’s about corporate 
sponsorship and greed and profit and 
political gain and it’s so much beyond 

just sports. That’s what I oppose: the 
amount of cash and resources that’s 
going into something when there’s a 
significant portion of our population 
that’s not getting their basic needs 
met.”

Her sentiments were echoed 
throughout the numerous speeches 
made at the event. Speakers ranged 
from well-known Victoria activist 
Zoe Blunt to the brother of a Pickton 
victim who spoke about the Highway 
of Tears, a stretch of the Yellowhead 
Highway where many Aboriginal 
movement have disappeared. 

“We’ve heard time and again ‘we 
can’t afford a solution to homeless-
ness; education costs too much; 
healthcare is a drain on public 
resources and we can’t afford to 
save the planet from impending 
environmental disaster,’” said No-
2010 member Danielle Hagel in one 
speech. “But we can pour six billion 
dollars into a one-week party that 
will benefit corporate sponsors and 
business owners at the expense of the 
rest of us.”

Hagel called for a refocusing of 
social priorities on the issues men-
tioned above.

“We’ve had enough of national-
ist corporate sports services which 
put public money in private hands. 
We refuse to submit to VANOC. We 
have mobilized today for a day of 
resistance, and we are sending a clear 

message,” Hagel said. “The Olympics 
will face resistance here on Coast Sal-
ish territory and across the country. 
No Olympics on stolen native land!”

Political Science grad student Mark 
Willson brought his four-year-old son, 
Hector, to the festival. He remembers 
going to protests as a child in 1983.

“I think it does give you something 
to remember when you’re growing 
up about important events ... and 
sometimes, I think about police pres-
ence at these kinds of things and I 
think it’s good to have kids around, 
just for a more carnival-ey feeling,” 
he said.

At 5:20 p.m.- right before Queer 
Wrestling- the Martlet counted 
50 police in and around Centen-
nial Square, not including two who 
watched from an adjacent rooftop 
throughout the festival.

Herman said the police presence 
was much as expected.

“There’s no reason we should be 
under surveillance,” Herman said. 
“It’s a waste of money. We’re just 
organizing a festival and a rally.”

Despite police presence, she said 
the event went well.

“It’s just such an amazing feeling 
when you’ve put so much work into 
something and all of a sudden there’s 
so many people there,” Herman 
said. “It was well-attended, people’s 
spirits were really high, it was a lovely 
afternoon.”

five-ring	circus	festival	festive
by kat eschner
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Full of UVic burgers, students and staff waved the torch through campus.
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A procession at the No-2010 festival featured zombie salmon and sea lice 
hand puppets, representing B.C.’s environmental problems. 


